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rinces hall rule in 5 e. 
Hall be as an hiding-plate from the wind, and 
aà covert from the tempeſt : as rivers of was 
er in a ary plate, as the ſhadow of a great 
rock in awweary land. And tht eyes of then 
that fee, þþ al. not be dim; and the cart of 
them that hear, fhall hearken. The heart 
__, alſo of the raſh Hall. underſtand Es. 
and the tongue of the e Hul be 
reach 70 eas plain. 


HE firſt verſe may be thou ght to carry 
in it the following ſenſe. y king ſhall 
reign in a future appointed time, who, unlike 

the preſent and the two preceding monarchs, 
will ſteadily and uniformly promote the prac= 
tice of juſtice and righteouſneſs ; and as for 
the officefs under him, they will act as of 


ficers With judgment and equity to put the ; 


laws in execution for the preſervation of 
peace, property and good ae a0 
cording to what is commonly and tru ſaid” 
As is the prince, ſo will be his nobles, = 
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But who 1s this W and PE perſonas bs 
of whom is here ſpoken fuch exalted righte- 
ouſneſs, and , to whom Fare aſcribed thoſe 
friendly actions and mighty deeds of protec- 
tion from the violence of winds and tem 
; . of giving water in abundance to th 15 
. thirſty, refreſhing breeags to people faint- 
ing with heat, clear ſight to dim eyes, at- 
tention to flow ears, conſidetation and know- 
ledge to the careleſs of heart, and fluency of 
ſpeech to the tongue of ſtammerers? Of 
1 ſpeaketh the prophet theſe things, of 
any king over ele, or of ſome other. 
man ? | 
In order to return f roar and ſufficient 
anſwer to ſo important a queſtion, it will be 
neceſſary to take a ſhort view of qi both 
retroſpective and progreſſional. 
I The prophecies of Iſaiah, we are ted ip 
| the beginning: of the firſt chapter, have | 
ſpect more immediately th the days and 
| times of four kings of 5 namely, Uz- 
Oo ziah, Jotham, An and -Hezekiah. 
8 He, whom Ifaiah, i. T. and the hdr, of 
2 Chron. xxvi. 1. call Uzziah, is in Kings 
k - . xiv. 21. and: xv. 1. called Azariah; and 
1 $4 . in the e part of his reign, after 
1 conducted himſelf, as bęcame a wiſc 
{a ood king, with royal dignity and wat 
- ful care of hib kingdom, maintaining its 
a 5 both civil and religious, hs +” | 
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' N in a koneile way. FT ſpeaking,, 2 Kinks 
Xv. 3. and 2 Chron: xxvi. 5. did that which 


was right in the fight of the Lord—in the, 


latter end, when 4 found himſelf mi gbty, 
J became vai 
ſolute and preſumptuous, or as it is conciſely 


in his imagination, en, ab- 


ſaid again, 2 Chic 
lifted up to his def 
greſſed againſt the, Lord his God; by going 


XXVi. 16. his heart was 


into the temple .bf the Lord with an unhal- 
lowed deſign and _ attempt to burn in- 


denſe upon the altar of incenſe. In which 
profanation he was reſolutely withſtood by 
Azariah the chief prieſt, and for his refiſt- 
ance, was ſtriken ſuddenly with a leproſy, 


turned but of the e and died i in a Err * 


* houſe- 4 


6. preparing and. eſtabliſhing his ways be. 


fore the Lord, and conſequently lized more 
pProſperouſſy. died happier, and more la- 
mented by his people; howbeit he did not, 


any more than his father, pay ſuch an earneſt * 


and due attention to the pure worthip of - 
God, as to remove the irreligious ie + . 
 faerificing and burning incenſe in the high 
aces ; for which neglect, even in his 9 75 I 
Lord, 2 Sys XV. 37. began to fene 
B 2 | againſt ; 


ruction: for he tranſ- 


Hark attempting 10 act the piie elt, * 
3 2 Ml perhaps 3 called Mariah. . 
of tham, his ſon and ſuceſſor, behaved 

. with more coftfitency, 2. Chron; Xxviic | 
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againſt Judah adverſaries, Rezin king of 
Syria, and Pekah king of Ifrael 


1 


F 
| - Ahaz, the ſon and fucceſforbf Jotham, di TY 


* 


evil in the ſight of the Lord from firſt to laſt, 

following not the example of his father, and 

doing worſe than even his grandfather, 2 

4 Kings xvi. 12, 13. by {gpding- the faſhion 
and pattern of an idolatrous altar from Da- 
maſcus, directing Urijah the prieſt to erect 
one according to its form, which he was, 
wicked and ſervile enough to do, and then 
after his return from Damaſcus, , approach- 
ing this new altar and offering thereon; for 

1 which evil conduct the Lord his God deli- 
1 vered one part of his army into the hand of 
| the king of Syria, 2 Chron. xxvii. 5. and 
himſelf with another part was taken cap- 

tive by Pekah king of Iſrael, but wag, re- 


leaſed by ſpecial favour upon the advice and 


— . 0 — . — 2 89222 — — 
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liverance however had not tg defired effect _ 
upon him. For to ſecure himſelf againſt 
his opponents, he meanly ſought the alliance 
and protection of Tiglath-pilezar king of 
Aſſyria, not only ſo, but he introduced the 
idolatry of Samaria and Damaſcus into 
Jeruſalem; when the ſervice of God in 

+ * the temple was intermitted, highly to his 
"Fi immediate diſhonour, and the haſty deſtruc- 
ion of his people, under the kings of Aſſyria 
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remonſtrance of the prophet Oded. This des? 
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EW The: ae of the three chapters pre- 
. ceding that of the text, is the threat of Gods 
heavy judgment upon Jeruſalem and its ina. 
bltants, by the invaſion of Senacherib king of 
Aſſyria; with a promiſe however at the ſamſe 
time of certain dtiverance from their enemies 
temporal and ſpiritual, xxix. 5—9 xxx. 18. 
| It is a very obſervable and conſtant: prac- 
» | ., . ticc:of all the prophets, yea, and of Moſes 
aalſo before them, to connect ſpiritual deli- 
verances and benefits with, or under images 
of, natural and temporal. The ' prophet 
Iſaiah doeth this in an eſpecial manner, and 
With a very extenſive eye boundleſs and un- 
veiled, up td the perſon, actions and king- 
dom of the Mefhiah ;. for which roaſon he is 
£55] | &<hinently and emphatieally ſtiled, ? the van - 
A gelxaprobliet $1 vo hog OnboIgt a5, 
1 Wemay rw be prepared to give an an- 
Who is this king and 
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ſwer to the queſtion, | 5 
perſon ſpoken of in the text 
I be literal king here ſpoken of wermay _- 
very fairly and truly conclude to be the good 
and righteous king Hezekiah, ſon and ſuc- 
Ceſſor of the worthleſs Ahaz his father, bs | 
When Ifaiah uttered this prophecy, He- 
Zekiah might not as yet have aſcended the 
ö : _ throne, though he might be born; never- 
E 8 | 5 B3 '— thelels, 


- 


* 


"> 6 oY 
' theleſs thrau 1 the viſion af EY 31 


ſpeaker was made to lee his aſcent, and with 
rapturous delight his zeal ang; love for God 
and his cauntry, harraſſed as it Was, and 
laid waſte under the ee reign. of his 
father, by Rezin king of Syria, Pekah 
king of Ifrael, and by Wan king 


of Ach ria. He not only foreſaw with de- 


1 the” reign of Hezekiah, the partly pious 
and good, but of Meſſiah, th perfectly juſt, 
the truly righteous man, as he was pro- 
nounced to 2 by his judge, 1 the mer 
ciful ſaviour of all mankind. 

Hezeklah, immediately on "i ge 
to the throne, at 25 years of age, ſet about 


the reſtoration of the publick worſhip f 


God both in Jeruſalem and throughout the 
land of Judea: he cleanſed and repaired the 


temple, held a ſolemn Nee improved 5 


the city with new fortifications, magazi 


and aquedacts. and was ſucceſsful Fae the 


attacks of 8ennacherib king off ria. He 
was ſo highly favoured of God for 


conduct, as even to be raiſed miraculouſly 


\F from a dangerous fit of ſickneſs, which 


threatled him with immediate. death, And 


tochave his life protracted with 555 fifteen . 
Fears; Tialah ,... mo 
However all theſe and Wente his" bfg ht ; 


- quilitics'wereunha ED ſullied with eder 
GY. 5 855 _* PII 
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to 


"aac 1 vices of * and on 15 
tation, the Teen amet (s, be- 
Fore hag, Fen; bel ore the embaſſadors from 
Mexrodach-balnd dan. bingo! ene lens neat 
teouſly tocongratulate him onhis cecoptiugatl ; 
at the fame timecurioully toenquire cancerning =» 
the phoenamenon, either obſerved by theaſtgo- _ 
Roemer inthexetardatiqn of the dF, _ 
or reported. by accidental tellers of news, ex- * 
f hibited upon the dial of Ahaz, 3. Chron. 
Xxxii g. and 2 Kings xx. 1 25 this ſeems to 
de the wonder. which the King ef Babylon 
would enquire after rathen than dat vl. che 
ſudden deſtruction of the Aſſyriang. text; pe 
Al be characterof Hezekiah, e ee 5 
for many good qualities, is ſtrangly marked 
(Ic. x Nix. 2.) with the weaknels and blem- 
iſhes of unmanly regard for complimental, 
adulatory words ; of unreyal condeſcenſion 
| 0 She embaſſadors, and xeadineſß io accept 
Preſpnts from their maſter. he was glad eof 
them, it 48-laid ; and of puerile vanity in : 
 difplaking: His vl, r en en, W 
e Yb 
2 . fee hows chat, in. our reſeanches aſter 
\; ol ectitude, reigning pertectly in 
— e rightepuſneſs, 12nd, the, ſute guard of Judah, 
8. ue cannat ſtop at Heaskiab; but muſt go on 
wiuich our enquiries, and extend them to ano- 
ther king, greater and of more accompliſhed 
905 knack -Agd e that ber 9 
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are beforehand with me in anſw 
other than that extraordinary perſon; pro 
miſed by God, Gen. iii. 15. under a moſt 


the woman, immediately after the fall; Waben 

N Adam v. 20. calls 55 the univerſal life, 0 
e all-life, the reſtorer of life to the bole 
id ſoul of all, here and hereafter; whom 


the prophets call Meſſiah" t 


the Lord our righteouſneſs the mighty 


metaphor, all the legal offerings, each righ- 
teous man, whether private or publick, le- 
giflator, puieſt, prophet, or king were but 
memorials and 2 repreſentations, intended 


ſtration to give us ideas, not adequate in- 
deed, which it was impoſſible for any tem- 


and comparative, of him that was to come. 


wall now - 
particular ue of power and go 


ſonage ; by which 


moſt exalted, the wiſeſt and beſt wWwhatever. 


A ing CARE TO: 1285 W and a covert be 
__ | tl 


ſ 


7 = . 
* S, 


pure, chaſte and wonderful title, the ſeed of 


Eve calls myv ne we Gen! iv. 1. and whom 
that is the anoint- 


ed high prieſt, the king—the prince of peace 8 
God - the everlaſting Father: of whom every 


kindly, and with a ſpecies of ocular demon- 


porary images to afford, but analogical only 


To confirm and illuſtrate this: anſwer we 
proceed to conſider a lietles: each 


- aſcribed to this wonderful and migbty per- 
we hall at once perceive 
they cannot be inherent in any mere man the 


Firſt, It is ſaid of him, he ſhall be as an hid- 


* 
2 5 


| ue NPE . | He: ſhall: "RP ch. - 
vers of water in a dry place, and thiedly,.es 
a ſhadow: of a great rock in a weary. land. 
Theſe appear plainly, at firſt fight, bs 
Fe expreſſions; images which we 
fly ſuppoſe the ſpeaker took from objects,. 
that might fall 1 his immediate notice. 
and familiar experience in the climate. f 
Judea, where he AYER "nk of its nige ane 
aug countries.. Ac 7 | . 
Violent . are no uncommon aha „ 
nomena in the ęaſt. Theſe frequently overtake 
travellers by ſurpriſe, and overwhelm them 
with heaps af ſand to their confuſion, When 
they 3 ladly have retired from thaw. jp 
into ſome hiking place arid covert rn 
On the COS nd, fountains and * IR 
* water are ſcarſe in moſt parts of the eaſt, x 
and lie in general at ſome diſtance, atleaſt _ 
heretofore, 8 it may be otherwiſt now, | 
from the paths and roads of ; wayfaring, 
1 as alſo do mountains and rocks. dry: 
In a hot country therefore nothing ean he 
more deſireable and refreſhing than ſeaſonable 
waters to ſlake the thirſt, or than the ſhadow 
of a rock for protection from ſcorching heat: 
of which the latter 4 dgpbly acceptable, as 
excluding the rays of Ig ſun, and S e 4 
ally ſo as . thoſè who take refuge 
mere, from ſudden cataracts of rain, from 
. driving ES, and FOR e . 


„%% o Theſe 
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_ thirfting after righteoufneſs and grace, to be 
obtained through the ſhade, 'the mediation 


even that ſame perſonage, who as a rock and 
a Wall ſtepped in between the; wrath of the 


RY her firſt- born ſon! to be, and of whom at his 


Chriſt Jeſus:“ ſee Luther's tranſlation of *the 


— _ RR raed 
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Theſe are ſuch beriefitwas ade mos 
rok! whatever, were he diſpoſed; to EY 


can beſtow in time of need, nor can theſe 


bleſſings therefore be conſidered as 2 
temporal and corporeal: no, to receive t 
compleat ſignification and effect, they 


. extended to the in ward part of man, to che 
broken and contrite heart of repentant, weary 


ſinners, ſeeking earneſtly, with ſtrong crying 
and tears, for pardon and acceptance from a 
being of ſtrength, ready at hand, a very pre- 
ſent help in time of iDuble; they muſt be 
communicated to the ſoul hungering and 


and preſunce of him only, whois here em- 
Phatty ſtiled, ohſerve, not ch earthly, or 
N forrowful ni feeble, but N the man, 


fire, perhaps on the very moment. of tranſ- 
greſſion; who was promiſed as the ſeed of 
the woman, and the life of all poſterity; 

whom Eye with longing deſires fully expected 


birth ſhe cried out in a rapturous but miſtak- 
en joy, have gptten, gained or, do poſſeſs 
de the man, "nx Jehovah”=—o =—often called in 
5 new teſtameht, the Lord, and de man 


* 


— * = + 5 f . 
il ” 1s £ "Pp; 


* * 


CET ( 11 5 
bithle, extracts hem his * wa Joachim 


Langen' s commentaries. 
The ſame is the Lord wy the man of war; 


*$ head, valiant and victorious ſingle and 


Ws», 


moons than dub fulminabe1li,"the bruiſer of ſa- 


| Rs over all the power of the enemy; this 


1s he, to *whom' the Pſalmiſt dedicated his 
book of Praiſes— Bleſſed is N the man, 


that hath net walked in the counſel of che 
y of ſinners, nor 


: ungodly, nor ſtood in the wa 
lat in the ſeat of the ſcornful; but WHoſe de- 


light eis in the law of the Lord, and in His law 


meditates day and night.. 0 
A "finiſhed bac this # weh as eld 
be claimed by no one, except by the perfect 
man Cbriſt Jeſus, the Lord of Wige 
| neſs; by Whom” alone we have acceſs to*the 
Father; cl Th. whom we have grace kor 
grace, without whom we can de nothing ag 


Ter ptably, Whole": frrength is made perfect” in 


our weakneſs, and in whom we "if yore” of PE 


eternal R f 

He, ſays t the prophet) halt be ag e 
of Waters in a dry place — not a [mall 
Pal in, obſerve; purling freams or ſtag- 


nant Kabale, confined within banks, *antl 


to a particular land, but a large expanfion, 
9 pelagi ſeus of waters f. ſpreading themſelves * 
far i wide, 'through-continents and round 
Ys, for the relief of all nations. 


This defcription brings to our ee. 


tion 1 the * of water, mentioned Num. 
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xx. II, that n out abundantly. 3 tho 


rock for the whole congregation of Ifrael, even 
of the multitude, mixed with them, in the 
wilderneſs to drink of, they and their cattle: 
which rock and which drink St Paul 1. Cor. 
x. 4. ſays expreſly and without any reſerve 
was Chriſt ; who himſelf alſo may be thought 


to declare'as much the laſt day of the feaſt of 


| tahernacles, when he ſtood in the temple, and 
cryed aloud, ſaying, John vii. 37 if any man 
thirſt; let him come unto me, and drink: he 
that believeth on me, as the ſcripture bath ſaid, 8 


out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living 
upon which the evangeliſt re- 


539 


water: 
marks, This he ſpake of the ſpirit, which 


Ws Ap that believe on him, ſhould receive. 

So Chriſt ſaid on another oceaſſn, John iv. 
14. to the woman of Samaria, ++ Whoever ſhall 
drink of the water, that I ſhall give him, 
ſhall never thirſt; the water that I ſhall give 
him, ſhall be in him a well of water ſpring» 
ing up into everlaſting | life.” The ſame the 


Prophet Iſaiah bad ſaid, perſonating him, in 


„the foreſight of prophecy, ly. 1. Ha, 


every one that thirſteth, come unto the waters, 


even he that hath no money. Rivers of 


waters imply plenty and abundance, ſufficient 
for all people, free for all in common, com- 
| mon as the light and air; every one may 


claim 
1 „ ti in them : Come unto me, ſays 
Chriſt, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, 


A I ws * e you—-l will give you reſt, 
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Waters — 4 


1 


"nh 


* 


* 


| 0 


| 5 . 5 


Water hath other WT beide n at 


of ſlaking the thirſt; it is a cleanſer of the 


feet, hands, eyes, face and clothes. Rivers 


of waters ſerve to baptize or plunge in, and 


waſh the body all over; is a bracer and any 


ener as well as a cleanſer. 


Water alſo, eſpecially chat i comes 
from the heavens in falling ſhowers, promotes 


1 and increaſe; the growth of plants 


and animals, Jointly With warmth. and air, 


depends upon it. The labourer, ſpiritual as 


well as natural, muſt himſelf firft dig and 
Pony then plant and ſow : but it is to God 

e muſt look for inereaſe by rain in its due 
ſeaſon, as ſaith the prophet Hoſęa, x. 12. 


„ Sow togyourſelves in righteouſneſs, reap. 


in merey; break up your fallow ground: then 


is the time to ſeek the Lord, n 


and rain righteouſneſs upon you.. 
He ſhall b. 


1 in a weary land.” A great, or rather 


e as the ſhadow * a great 


firm and ponderous( 1 rock, mind, ſufficient 


for a foundation and ſupport, as well as a 


ſhade, for faith to build, of W to reſt, and 


of tywſtito depend upon. 


Chriſt often. hkens himſelf to to a on, Ge 8 


"hint? corner ſtone, and everlaſting r rock, 
* On this rock, that is, faith in me, I will 


build my chureh, a and the gue a hell ſhall z 5 


not t prevail againſt,” | "£20 4 gh 


Moderate 


* 


% 


* 6% 5 


( 
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Moderate heat and air is g Ot 


as water, for vegetation and animal fe; and 
in hot countries, which lie near and under 
the line, a ſhade, ſuch as that of a rock, 4 


wall, or a ſpreading tree, ſerves to exclude 
the ardency of the ſun's rays, and give a 


draught to, the air in refreſhing breezes : 


fire burns, but Uigpt, and air witz and 


comfort. 

The inhabitants of ade. as well "0 the 
fake of ſhade, as to improve their territories, 
made near and on the fide of hills dwelling 
places with ee aeg of trees, vines, oliyes 
and corn, gſurrounding them with a wall; 


Iſaiah miglit poſſibly have his eye upon theſe 


corporeal conveniencies, and . ugder / them 
- conceal correſponding, mental and ſpiritual 
bleſſings, when he ſays, The man ſhall be 


as an hiding-place from thg wind, a covert 


from the tempeſt, and as a ſhadow of a 


rock.” 
be prophet . with Fg deſeription 
of greater bleſſings and mightier Nees, 1; 
The eyes of them that ſee, ſhall: not be 
dim, or rather, to him ſhall have reſpeg or 
regard, and the ears & them, that hear; 


to to ſpeak ung: 


all, 
_ ; hearken, or be attentive... The heart alſo of | 
the raſh ſhall | underſtand knowledge, and 7 

the tongue of the ee —.— . 3 


- 


Due 


| gig to a civil, literal meanining, could 


: ſpeaks CY 
that day ſhall the deaf. hear the words of che 


8 5 0 rs. Y f Ry 3 
Theſe words,” If onnfinead. - the e 


afford no other ſenſe, ſtrained to their utmoſt 
pitch, than that this man, whoever. he be, 
{hall encourage and / adyance among them 


erudition and polite literature, be a Maes 
cCenas or an Auguſtus, a favourer of the arts 
and ſciences; the liberal arts of muſic, poe⸗ 
try, oratory, painting, and the ſciences of 


geometry and aſtronomy We are reduced 
therefore to the neceſſity of giving to them a 
latitude of interpretation, a figurative figni- | 
fication, expreſſive . of mental illumination 


and grace 1 in large proporons to all 
nations, to the Gentiles; as well as Jews, un- 


der the goſpel diſpenſation, When, = 


Iſaiah ſpeaks in the xxxvth chapter, the 
wilderneſs and the ſolitary place, (that i * 
the people dy Mee there ſhall be glad 

the deſelt ſhall Njoice and bloſſom as a N 


when the eyes of the blind (not only the bo- 


dily but mentally blind) ſhall be opened, and 
the ears of the Seat ſhall be unſtopped: when 


the lame ſhall leap. as an hart, and the 


ton 


of the dumb Thall ſing.” Or as he 
sin the xxix. 19 more plainly, In 


book, (che new taſtament in particular) and 
the eyes ofgthe blind ſhall ſee out 1 


and out o darkneſs; the meek alſo; ſhall in- 
| "real heir joy in . Lord. and. the poor 


1 8 
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among men ſhall rejoice in the holy one of 
Ifrael.“ Compare Matt. v. 3, F. xi. 5. Or 
as Jeremiah ſpeaks more plainly ſtill, xxxi, - 
33. paraphraſed, Heb x. 16. in a moſt 
beautiful climax, or enumeration of particu- 
lars, This is the (covenant I will make 
With them after thoſe days, faith the Lord, 
I will put my laws into their heart, (ſtirring 
up their will, defires and affections) and in 
their minds (informing their underſtanding 
and judgment) will I write them ; and will 
de their God and they ſhall be my people.“ 
The whole new teſtament, the words and 
actions of ur Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
and of his apoſtles, are nothing elſe but a 
comment upon theſe and ſuch like ſayings of 
Moſes and the 'prophets ;- but What is ſtill 
more illuſtrious, more intereſting and of 


is 
x 


greater conſequgnece," theirggruth; ſpirit and 


life, are daily and hourly” experienced by * 


every humble ſincere believer,” by every at- 
tentive reader of the Bible, and diligent prac- 
tiſer of its precepts and doctrines, in ſhort, by 
every true diſciple of Chriſt, who ſtrives to 
imitate his example, and obey his word, 
We will now cotlude with an applica- 
tion to ourſelves, aud to all the people of 
this land, under the general deſeription of 
moral philoſophers and immorrag believers. 
Moral philoſophers will comprehend all 
unbelievers, whether Atheiſts, * er. 
n ree- 


1 


Freetlilnkere and careleſs. Libertines, ho DT 


ſtand alone, denying themſelves oy, be of 1. 
fect and denomination: . 

The chief points of Atheiſm; or Atheiſtical 
opinions, for We cannot call them articles of 
Knowledge or of belief, are the caſual or 
eternal exiſtence of this wofld ; the materi- 
ality of a thinking ſubſtance ; the fortuitous 
organization of the body; the innate motien 
and gravitation of matter, and the practice of 
-moral duties for their Gd enen in ſub- 
ordination to human laws for the ſubſiſtance 
and good of ſociety. 988 

Deiſts and all Frecthithers gqa Hep ar- x 
ther above Atheiſts, by profeſſin 19 to believe 
the exiſtence of God the primary, efficient 
cauſe of things, and a future ſtate, and contend 
. alſo like the Stoics of old, that the founda- 
tion of right and wrong, of all moral duties, 
is laid in the vey nature and conſtitution of 
things, and are to be practiſed not merely 
for their convenience and human authority, | 
but for their fitneſs: yet at the ſame time 
they fall ſhort of faith and belief by diſavow- 
ing the neceſſity and even utility of divine re- 
velation, either in writing, or in ſecret com- 
munications of illumination and alliſting 
Srace. 9552 8 
wh Atheiſts, Deiſts a6d Ficelitibs you ſee, | 
Equally agfee ir in the neceſſity and benefits of 

"CO! IDE TO OO 
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morality, thougn R 
expectations. : 


7 


could proceed no fart] 


The Acheit or Epioureas' Moralift; locke 5 


only for the good things of this life, Let 


us eat and drink; 17 to-morrow we die: 


the Deiſt looks for the gocd things of this 
life and the next, too greedy rather; but 


what is more extraordinary, all is to be ob- 
tained by his own works and deſervings. 
| Theſe men, many of them at leaſt, are 


Nah of erudition, ſcience and decent con- 


duct; eivil, polite and friendly i in their be- 
haviour ; ſober, temperate and (diligent in 

their callings ; honourable and juſt in their 
dealings; of amiable . e 13 their own 


"5-0 and well reported of and efteemed 
among their acquaintance. Hitherta it may 


ſurely be ſaid, theſe men walk well; and 


that it is praiſe 7 go ſo a if they 

but they may go 
farther eaſily, ſafely, and in a ſmooth way, 
under. the guidance of common ſenſe, and 


plain deductions of reaſon. 


tures ? See Spectator No. 168. Beſi 


What in the firſt lace mould Ae the 


Atheiſt from going farther, whoſe tenets, 


above recited, gre certainly more incredible 


and require in finitely greater meaſure of faith 
than any of the articles ſet forth in RW 


2 belief in the exiſtence of God, his pig 200 
of the world and providence, make him leis 


0 


4 a 


„ 9 
. 46d happy? Would the a of 
a future Fong 2b the unavoidable evils of 
the preſent life more grievous? What agein 


ſhould hinder the Deiſt from going farther iff 
bis oy Would wel revelation, Tera, 


| 5 e off etre Divine 8 5 
7755 peſſibly be as a mirrour to view hinis 
in, and make him more modeſt, hut. 

= thankful and dependant upon God 
qualities which can do ik 8s bart ae way, 
probably do him ſome good. 
Moreover let him conſider,” ber all 4 
| ſoeial, civil and moral duties, commanded 
f in revelation, are exactly the fame, as thoſe - 
founded in nature, and required by hyman 
laws : they differ only in the-motive; excite. | 
ment and reſinement. os 
To the fitneſs of duties, the ſcriptures! add 
the right motive and excitement, that of do- 
ing them before God, for His fake, from the 
rinciples of faith, love and obedfenee td 
im, through the introduction, mediation 
and interceſſion of his ſon, 8 it is declared 
and eommanded, This is my beloved ſonn, 
hear him! and, Whatſoever ye do, in 
word or Goats. * mm . 


„ \ 4. 


4. % 


This mode of acting enn practice of 
al moral and religious duties, at all times 
and in all places, both private and public 5 
it refines and exalts | all moral duties into 
divine graces, and renders them rewardable, 
u 1ponthe aſſurance of God*scondeſcending and- 
mexciful promiſes of acceptance; infomuch 
that they who thus do moſt, honour God 
moſt, and ſhall be glorified moſt: Here 
in, ſays Chriſt, is my father glorified, that 
ye bring forth much ae the Apoſtle 
ſaith, : God ſhall reward _ man vos 
in to his work | 
bEtithe: Atheiſt, Deiſt, 1 eve | idle 
Freethinker, look around him, and bim 
ſelf, whence is the intellectual light, which 
overſpreads. Chriſtendom, while other parts 
remain in ſo much darkneſs, except from the 
reſplendence of the. Goſpel, in high accom- 
pliſhment of the prophecy. before us, having 
its aſpect to him, who at his advent was pro- 
nounced. A light to lighten the ee 
and the glory of his people Iſrael? DDD? 
Whence, let him afk himſelf again; in 
| articular. that diffuſion. of light, which 
| 2205 forth in literary productions, in the 
| knowledge of arts and ſciences, in this coun- 
try, in this great City, more than: in any na- 
tion of Chriſtendom, except from the free 
| liberty of examining the ſcriptures, and in- 
Fe the yt of them? Why then 
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wilt your by Aube ; 
„and Leg 
inſt that” K, he, ' which is Biene 
N g. ſo vivifylh g You are not fat from 


the kingdom f God: Why then not enter 
into it by adding faith to your virtue? If you. 


would give yourſelves a little time to reflec: 


theſe and ſuch like * eoirliderarions Wos 5 


kindle in you# heavenly fervourf fand ftir up. 
in you an emulation to be. 


go0d}; and to d 


good works, upon ri ht motives and true 


principles: in ſhort, 1 
ſoon Jean within fight of all truth,%and? 


cauſe you to be better menge better wemberd 85 
of ſociety, and better prepared e et 


domof heaven, than aden believers. N 
EImmoral believers Þ abſurd! a ver ole 
dime in language 


_ ſome may” de ady te ſay: True ah in 

moral belie ber s an ablurdity; a real imgOIHStön 
bility. A ratienal, true, ſober and bund 
believer; camotbe"im my ag! it i” aid, 


ey would unawares 


ap 


"up a contradiction in ; terms, 


He that is Borh of God;*Knneth mot,“ that 


is} he doth! not! knowingly wine and de- 
lideratel) commit any one fin- in thoughtz2 
word or deed?! and Whars through infirmitics;: 
temptation! or deception, he petteives*he: 
thought, ſaid or did amiſs, he immediately 
repents and ſtrives to amend for the futüre. 
But alas! there art too, too many, he 


1200 coldly or bypoeriticaly aſſent to the 
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eligion ; ation, Chih 
F. er Sed, with the Bes, but a and 
ntderfoanding. in thought, beart ond Prga- 
bine they are far from him. 

Some have neither the torm nor power of 
dineſs ; others content themſelves with the 
form without. the power, liking mightily ta 
ing pfalms and. hymns, hear ſermens, gn 
Prayers, and receive! the ſacrement ; all 
Which are means, and good means of grace, 
fit and proper to be uſed; {till they are but 
means, and of no effect, unleſs they lead to 
the end and purpoſe of them, namely, good 
Works towards God and towards man. Theſe. 
arg tlie vitals, the eſſence, the ſum and ſub-. 
ſtance, of the Chriſtian, the one and only 
NOS, from the beginning to the end. 


i the world. Io ſubſtitute therefore in 


eir room, opinions about abſolute, alection 


and falvation by Chriſt's imputed righteoul- 


neſs, or any other notions, without the confi» 


8 n and regard of good works, and ſuch 
axe all moral virtues, muſt be tothe face of 
_  cammon ſenſe,” the higheſt inſult,” ſelf de- 
_ Foption and ently Vin. deluſign-; "imputed 


_ righteouſneſs without perſonal holineſs, is ſi- 
milat to imputed richgs, bonouts, or wiſdom: | 

. Without peſſeſhan,.)//, 7 1 5 

The acknowledgements of Chriſt's richte 
e e both active. and paſſive, and the he- 
Hef's bark it is ee be Oy" in aug 
ang 


8 


a adi to 2 8 lieb degree, 
have the image, though not the perf 
of God, by tl | inveard formation of Thiift, 
by the operation and fanRification of the mY 
ſpirit, or by whatever other ſecret and divine 
influence, in conjunction with our own. An- 
cere and conſtant endeavours to follow the && 
ample of. Chriſt; this is right; it is A ſubs 
tance and matter of fact, viſible and percep« ” 

' tible to every perſon himſelf and Bete e 
him, as 8 as that of wealth, honour and 
wiſdom acquirable and poſſeſled by our owh | 
induſtry, economy, addreſs and ftudy.- - . - 
! mo now matt we think of Abe e 
ſpeak ſlightingly, coc, even contemptu- 
ouſly of 3 ? Do+helſe talkers attend to 
What St. Paul bids them, when he ſays, © add 
0 Four faith virtue, and to virtue Pw 
ledge? There is nothing ſtrengthens faith 
more than moralit 51 Sp Lig 


oh No. 406. 
Ve my friends ad brethren. liavt not learned 
of Chriſt to d 


N eſpiſe morality, who commands 
vou, Go, work to day in my vineyard— 
Tf ye love: me, keep my. commandments? — 
neither have ye been fo taught by His apoſtles: 
E Fas This a faithful ſaying, writes Paul to Ti- 
tus, iii. 8. 14. and theſe things I. will, that 
thou affirm conſtantly, that Th whieh Have 
beleived in God, e careful to maintain go 
' mouths + Þ' theſe, x are good and profitable 
unto men: Let ours learn ee * 
nt | 5 wor $ 
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Works for neceſſary uſes, that. they "IM not 
unfruitful. He bids the „ N 
„ Work out your. on falvation'with fear 
and trembling ;?? e 18, with (diligence! and 
watchfaloefs)- 12:10 ett nd, 20, Mig 
All ſocial, civil 1 A ates; oth... 
wiſe called Ethics, virtuous and good works, 
are good and fitting in their on nature; 
but they become eminently and ſpecially ſo, 
are very acceptable to God, and rewardable 
by him, when they are done from faithin 
Chriſt Jeſus: they conſtitute our perſonal 
holineſs, are our own property, and ſuch as 
we can appeal to and rejoice in, as St. Paul 
himſel did when he ſays, Our rejoicing is 
this, the e our conſcience; that 
in ſimplicity and godly; ſincerity we havechad 
our converſation in the worlds“ ; Hezekiah 
in like manner appeals to God himſelf. Re- 
member now, O Lore , I;beſeech thee, how 
I have walkedbefore thee in truth; and with 
a perfect heart, and have done that which! is 
| good i i thy fight”— — o ID LD 40. 
Thus it is evident, 1 0 let 8 
rality, to depreciate: the value of good works, 
is contrary to the doctrine of both teſtaments: 
not only ſo, but it is apt to make us gloomy 
and deſpondent ; it di i{courages repentance - 
and amendment; ; it dampb ali emulation to 
excel in virtue nd wiſdom, which are things 


5 dear an aliffen Kro angthar on 
65 „5 


83% 7 8 0 685 da . 


fit men for higher manſions} olfabliſs> N 
are intimated and held fort as objects af pur- 
ſuit, by Chriſt to this apoſtles, ; when: he 
aſſured them, 4+ Ini my father's houſe are ' 
ends manſions 3 Igo to prepare: a place for 8 8 
| . Paul intimates the ſame in the 
ede As one ſtar diffexeth from another 
ſtar in Floryisce al fo is the reſurrection of 
the:dead—who (Chriſt) is the Saviour of all 
men, eſpecially of them that believe; and 
again in his ſimilitude of chriſtian practice to 
a race, wherein every one that runs ſhall 
receive a prize, but they who run beſt and 
faſteſt, ſhall obtain the greateſt, attributing! 
praĩſe and thanbſgiving t n donor, 
of the crown, without aſſuming any merit to 
themſelves or to their works, like the hum- 
ble and good patriarch Jacob, Gen. MRI. 
9. 20466} 0 God of my father Abraham, I am 
not worthy of the-leaſt of all the mercies, and 
of all the truth, which thou haſt thewed unto 
ſervant. 10 5 O8- ee ene 22 

Tt is highly proper to work, but Went 
proud, nor to boaſt of our works; becauſe it 

is impoſſible for the beſt man to merit any 
thing at the hand of God, unleſs he could doe 
more than is commanded him: but then 
when he hath deſired, laboured and endea- 
vouted to do all' that is commanded, with a 
"ſingle eye to'his-maſter/s ſervice; he may with 
e and with. Corals GR: of 


SRI | confidence 
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dene plead, the reward FO "EM 
promiſed. 4 Whoſoever, ſays Chrift,. 
th acup of cold water only in my name, 
- ſhall i in no wiſe loſe his reward. Here 
is v.encouragernent, a ſtimulus. to repent, _ | 
do works meet for repentance. | 

God, who knoweth bond, dal, we 
are made, dealeth with us as men; he works 
upon our underſtanding as well as upon our 
hopes and fears, pain, and delight, not by duties 
purely in the abſtract, and by diſintereſted 
love, however high and exalted we may feel 
it at times in the warmth and hei gh mer 
ſion, ready to cry out in raptures, * 15 25 1 
will follow thee whitherſoever thou nen 
tojprigea and to death... 

We love him, becauſe he feſt loved us, 
and fen his ſon to redeem us by dying for 
our 3 and by riſing again for our juſtifica · 

this reflection r Fir 
\ ons reaſon and wilb. In 10 

If we eſtimate duties and; our ſtate by the 
A flow of our imagination and affecti- 
ons, we ſhall. be liable to live by caprice, 
comfortleſs and witk uncertainty; but if we 
follow the principles of pure reaſon, and the 

plain commands of God, ee Nee 
Yo : 26 ſiſtency and uniformity of conduct: our 
way will be acceptable to ourfelf, we ſhall 
be ſatisfied from ourſelf; and if our heart. 
notion us a then have nr | 
el towards 
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feels there 


his intercourſe with him, and even in this 

life almoſt loſeth his faith in convigien.” 

SpeRatory NG „„ 
So much for bearers : it may; be of uſe tis 
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. finiſh; with a few ſtrictures on ps ache | 
There are in this country of liberty two, | 
kinds of preachers, in two oppoſite extremes, 
and as ſuch may be: juſtly thought repre» 
henſible. LO! on ns oe te As 
philoſophical, mathematical arguments, even, 
to demoſtrate the being of God; whichargu» 
ments, however pompous and ſpecious, ſerve 
for the moſt part rather to raiſe objeſtiaus and 
difficulties, than to remove them, as it were 
eaſy, might it be proper, to, ſhew: but in 
room thereof we will only ſay, ſurely the ex. 
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hee of God; an object not bf: fight, by bet 8 
aimed, poſtulated and believed, as it is in 
the ſeriptures, ( In the beginning God 


created the heaven and the earth He that 
coteth to God muſt believe, that he is) by 


ancient philoſophers; except here and there 
one, pate with his on reveries—aant) by: 
the conſent of all mankind. n » FOES 

ords to tell 
monſtrate that which no one makes a doubt 
of in achriſtiancongregation? Time and words 


might be more uſefully employed inthediſplay 
of his works and attributes, in cxhortations to 


hope, truſt} love; bediene. aug in ſuch! like 
practical fubjes ts 
Seme alſo are very fond of: boleverfil 
points, to talk againſt ſects and parties, 
wont mere opiñ ions and forms, cowardly 
and ufigenerouſly” behind their backs; When 
they are not prefent toanſwer for themſelves, 


and dare net, if they were, ſuch as Papifts! 
for instance! how abſurd this mode of preach- 


ing in a proteſtant aſſembly! It can erde no 


« other end and purpoſe but that of inflaming 


the'minds of the audience, exciting! them 
hatred; fiery zeal, and a ſpirit ot; perſecution.” 
Some again flouriſh" on 9 ꝗ— of morality” 
without fettiig forth the divine tips of 
action; without holding up Frith and fepen- 
tance, hope, truſt, Iowe and obedlenee, to=. 
Wards Sur Lord and Saviour 8 . . | 
| ul 
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Dull, unanimating readers theſe! OY ap- 
| pear: heavy laden with a burden and taſe, 
which they get rid of as faſt as they can: 
they undertake a character without the art and 
addreſs to act it well, even as hypocrites, 
but unwiſely make diſcoveries'to thgir audi- 
ence, that they” do not believe à ſingle Word 
of the matter, and that they never have 'taſt= *' 
ed, nor ſeen, the goodneſs of that Lord and 
Maſter, in whoſe ſervice they are engaged 
by—and for the ſake of preaching themlelves, 
not Chriſt jeſus the Lord. = IT, 

* Theſe preachers however, it dau be! ſaid 
for ſome of them, are ingenious, various and 
amuſing perhaps; they exputiate elegantly _ 
on different ſubjects: while others on the 
contrary, are ever harping on the ſame ſtring, 

a kind of monotoniſts, or though they take 
different texts, oftentimes oddly and Whim- 
ſically, they terminate in one key, that of 
faith, election and imputed rightecufneſs, as 
a lone ſufficient for all the purpoſes ef the 
preſent life and the future, ſeldom mentions . 
ing good works unleſs with contempt, nor 
ever preſſing upon their audience the ſteady 
practice of ſocial, civil and moral virtues; 
which we are to live as men in ſociety; 
488 by which as Chriſtians we are to make 
our calling and election ſure. 

Theſe preachers ah ace to be in 

earneſt, 4 to PIERS che Goſpel = 9 
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a: ſo. far. well: but then \ they. ou 
nature 5 they overact their part; are furious 
and "oY of agitation, without good modula- 
tion of voice, and without tens of 
perſon, attitude or action, not to mention 
their uſe of unknown words, abject thoughts, 
phraſes and ſimilitudes, together with ſome 
IT very ſingular particulars, and even 
offenſive; to perſons, of. ths leaſt erudition 
and 
A methed of preaching, 2 middle a 
tween theſe two extremes, would perhaps be. 
the beſt, the moſt inſtructive to the illiterate 
part of the. congregation, and the moſt agree · 
able to the ec ; dot * : W a. 


ing , 
on ral hacia allowed. to be 05 “ ee 74 
pious, and beſt. calculated for a,public con- 


ak, ever was e to the. fey exclu- 
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gregation readily and knowingly to join in, 5 


e 
fon of all extemporary ** pray rd for 
the moſt part vulgar, indecent and odious, 

In the written form every the of the con- 

ation js preacquainted with t prayers, 
 _ confeſhonal or ſupplic is 
with the praiſes, fo that nothing f 
repared Aiſpoliti ö 


in each iudividual but a p * 
and application of the por oe; to God in faith; 
, truſt and. thankſgiving, in behalf v 
_ himſelf, his king and country, and all mans 
Kind ; whereas in 1 effuſions the . 
hear prayers only, lets intereſting to 

em than to the 3 who one while a 
imperative with God, bidding bim to blefs 
and do; another while are diffident in them 
ſelves, ſpeaking with falfe humility in the | 
optative mode, we would, and ws dofre to, | 
praiſe thee, inſtead of faying declaratively | 
and poſitively, which they ought to do, if 
honeſt men and true, like all eg men in the 
- ſe iptures, confcious: of inte „We 
date ae thee, we bleſs oy" we - acknowledge 
thee to be the Lord. 

Parts of this form objected to, perhaps 
with moſt ſhew of W are two of its 
ereeds, the Athenaſian and Nicene; the i . 
dicious choice of ſome leſſons tor fu y 
truly hiſtori cal but not at all moral and'/prac- 
tical; and its prolixity with fome repetitions,” 
accidentally owing to a junction of ſervices; - 
r diffrem hours = 
'P 
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. in the dayi far the "accommodation or 
different auditors. „„ 

Some are ready to 8 theſe two creeds 
might. quietly. be placed at the end of the 
canons, or articles, and: better than with the 
prayers and praiſes, as being more controver- 
ſial than devotional, and fraught with ſcho- 
laſtic terms of divinity, addreſſed to the 
head and underſtanding, and to the iraſcible 
paſſions, inſtead of the forbearing b want and 
_ oft affections. To 

However while os formsi is wed in 1 pre- 
Gab Rate, it ought certainly to be read with 
gravity, audibleneſs, the voice ſuitedtto the 
place, and with proper modulation and 
pauſes, ſo that the reader may have the 
pearance at leaſt of poſſeſſing the ſpirit of 
devotion, and ſenſations of prayer: but la- 
mentable it is to ſay, that by the generality 
of readers in and out of the church, this ex- 
cellent form, which at the ſame time that 
it teacheth us what to pray for, inſtructs us 
how to believe and practiſe, ĩs read neither 
with the underſtanding nor with the heart. 
Conſider theſe een ye careleſs mini- 
ſters of the word, whoſe lips are to preſerve 
Knowledge, and whoſe example ſhould 
ineite devotion in others, and the practice 
of all good works; conſider alſo, that if 
vou fail in theſe things, doing the work of 
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. "In. when.) e come fora 8 and: Fs 
8 Maſter ſhall fay unto you, Þ never Knew 
you depart from. ne, "JO! Workers of ink; 3 
A · 7 ant 
a eaſy] t to conceive, what ig be be oder. 
ſtood by gravity and audibleneſs, but per- 
| haps not ſo eaſy to appretignd, e is meant 
by modulation 1 
It might be ſuppoſed, 8 one, be had 5 
been uſed to pray to God in private, ee 1 
humility, awe; ſimplicity, and .gratitude of 
a child to a parent, and rejoice unto him with. - 
reverence, would be able to utter prayers 
and praiſes, with ſome degree of propriety 
in publick. I he ſuppoſition is nat irra- 
tional; however as the ſtate of mind and feet- 
ings may not be exactly alike in both bo 
it is not a juſt and certain rule to go bf. 
In order then to deſcribe a proper 1 
tion of voice, to be. conſtantly. obſerved, as 
much as poſſible, in reading the publick 
form of prayer, let us firſt ſee what is not 
the proper modulation: certainly it ought 
not to be very emphatic, boiſtrous and with 
various inflexions, as the poetic and orator. - 
cal, except that part of an oration, called the 
peroratio ; neither again ought it to be fatnis 
liar as the hiſtoric, nor preceptorial and dis 
dactical like that, for inſtance, 'of pronounc-- + 
ing the decalogue : but it ſhould be with . 
gentle emphaſis" uy” TREO: — 
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placid and calm, ſomewhat even and conti- 
nuous, inelining to a monotone, about the 


middle part of the voice} nay, a perfect mono- 


tony might be more ſolemn, expreſſive and 
agreeable, than "2" ſenſeleſt N va 


ration“. 


Some, when they read as well as preach 
are obſerved to ſpare themſelves, to Nee cold 
and indifferent in the prayers, referving their- 
exertions for the ſermon ; but this they will 
not do, if they are ſincerely pi ious and devout 
with God : if they are truly humble and diſ- 
intereſted, they will ſet a higher value and 


eſtimation on the ſtudied, compoſed form, ; 
than on their own  extemporary Incoheren- 


„ 
It is hoped, that the preceding hr 
will be 1 as meant to be, uſeful hints 
unly, not as illnatured cenfures, or as full 
0 infallible rules, excluſive of all other 


ere Every ee hath his particu- 
feelings and ſenſe of things; which per- 


| haps may ſuit beſt with his own nature and 


character, 
And now, Oh! for the da 5 ie God 
might be, as he promiſed by the prophet. 


Jeremiah xxxi. 1. to be, The God of Al 


the prune of Hrael, and: * his people: * 


When 5 
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| When Jann 1 Chriſtians, preachers nd 1 
| hearers, might look upon one anather as 
brethren, heirs of the i me promiſes, und = 
children of one common parent; not eſtran 
from, but receiving, eac other with . . 
. ance, with gentle admonitions, mutual love 
| and aſſiſtance, notwithſtanding they may 
differ in ſome particular doctrines and opini- 
ons, merely ſpeculative : civility, humanity, 
juſtice, honour, kindneſs, charity—are que Mr 
all mankind, joining in love and prajj 
that great, almighty, univerſally good, wiſe. 
and adorable. Being, who tiles HWmſelf-- 
Jehovah Elc him, empbatically the Name, 
Father, Son and Holy*Ghoſt : to whom be 
all honour, might, majeſty and dominion, 
| both now and for evermore. 

Lord of all power and might, ho art che 
author and giver of all good unge graft in . 
our hearts the love of thy name; increaſe in 
us true religion z nouriſh us with all good- 15 
neſs, and of thy 6 mercy keep us in the 
ſame, W * A ar our ts won... } 
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